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DEFENSE FOR ISA ELLSWORTH AND DDR&E CURRIE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, MARR, GW, NATO, FR 
SUBJECT: ROLAND II: FRENCH POLITICAL CONCERNS 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: FRENCH HAVE VOICED DISSATISFACTION 
WITH EVOLUTION OF ROLAND II DEAL, VIEWED FROM POLITICAL 
PERSPECTIVE. THEIR COMPLAINTS FOCUS ON PURPORTED LACK 

OF TECHNOLOGICAL FEED-BACK FROM ROLAND MODEL DEVELOPED 
IN U.S., AND ON PROBLEM OF THIRD-COUNTRY SALES. I LOOK 
FORWARD TO DISCUSSING THIS MATTER WITH DR. CURRIE 
TO DEAL WITH THIS POLITICAL PROBLEM IN A WAY CONSISTENT 
WITH THE IMPROVED FRANCO- AMERICAN COOPERATION 
ESTABLISHED BY PRESIDENT FORD AT MARTINIQUE. END SUM- 
MARY. 

2. HIBON (FRENCH MINISTRY OF DEFENSE DIPLOMATIC 
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REGISTER FRENCH POLITICAL CONCERN OVER EVOLUTION OF 
ROLAND II DEAL. HIBON SAID THAT THE CONTRACT SIGNED BY 
GENERAL CREPIN OF THE FRENCH COMPANY AEROSPATIALE WITH 
THE HUGHES COMPANY HAD NOT BEEN CLEARED WITH THE FRENCH 
MOD NOR, FOR THAT MATTER, WITH THE FRG DEFENSE MINISTRY. 

HE NOTED THAT THE AEROSPATIALE-HUGHES AGREEMENT WAS UNDER 
REVIEW BY THE GOF, BUT HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE AGREEMENT 
CANNOT BE BROUGHT INTO FORCE WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE 
MOD. HIBON ADDED THAT THE FRENCH ARE FAVORABLY DISPOSED 
TO THE IDEA OF WORKING WITH THE U.S. ON MATTERS OF 
COOPERATIVE ARMAMENT PRODUCTION. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT 
ARMAMENT COOPERATION IS A HIGHLY CHARGED POLITICAL SUB- 
JECT IN FRANCE AND, CONSEQUENTLY, HAS TO BE CLOSELY AND 
CAREFULLY SCRUTINIZED BY THE MOD. SAYING THAT HE WAS 
NOT ATTEMPTING TO FIX ANY BLAME FOR PAST EVENTS (BEGIN 
FYI HIBON SAID SPECIFICALLY THAT CREPIN NEVER SHOULD 
HAVE SIGNED THE AGREEMENT WITH HUGHES WITHOUT FIRST 
OBTAINING THE APPROVAL OF THE FRENCH AND FRG MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE END FYI), HIBON NOTED TUO IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS 
THAT HE WISHED TO BRING TO OUR ATTENTION. FIRST, THE 
FRENCH WERE BOTHERED BY THEIR UNDERSTANDING THAT THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN-PRODUCED MODEL OF THE ROLAND 
H WAS TC BE PARTLY FUNDED BY THE FRENCH (AND PERHAPS 
THE GERMANS), BUT THAT THE FRENCH WOULD NOT HAVE ACCESS 
TO THE TECHNOLOGY OF THIS NEW MODEL. HIBON SAID THAT 
WITHHOLDING THIS TYPE OF TECHNOLOGY FROM THE FRENCH 
CERTAINLY DID NOT SQUARE WITH THE CONCEPT OF "FAIR PLAY” 

THAT THE FRENCH NORMALLY ASCRIBE TO THE U.S. 

(EMBASSY COMMENT: HIBON DID NOT SEEM TO BE SURE OF HIM- 
SELF IN PRESENTING THESE POINTS. MOREOVER, EMBASSY HAS 
NO EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT THERE IS ANY FOUNDATION TO 
THESE COMPLAINTS.) SECOND, THE FRENCH ARE CONCERNED 
ABOUT THIRD COUNTRY SALES FOR ROLAND II. HIBON STRESSED 
THAT FRANCE (AND GERMANY) HAD NOT PRODUCED THE ROLAND 
SYSTEM WITH A VIEW TO TURNING OVER THE EXPORT MARKET FOR 
THIS SYSTEM TO THE U.S. VERSION OF ROLAND. HE CLEARLY 
INDICATED THAT THE GOF WOULD NOT COUNTENANCE AMERICAN 
EXPORT OF ROLAND II WITHOUT AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENTS 
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CONCERNED ON THE MODALITIES FOR THIRD COUNTRY SALES. 
RECALLING THAT ROLAND WAS FRANCO-GERMAN PRODUCT, POL/MIL 
OFFICER ASKED WHETHER FRG WOULD MAKE SIMILAR DEMARCHE 
TO USG. HIBON RESPONDED THAT GERMANS AGREE THAT THIRD 
COUNTRY SALES ASPECT OF ROLAND II DEAL IS GOING BADLY, 

BUT HE WAS NOT SURE WHETHER THE FRG INTENDED TO REGISTER 
A COMPLAINT WITH THE U.S. ALONG THE SAME LINES. IN 
CLOSING, HIBON SAID HE WANTED TO RAISE THE PROBLEM IN A 
POLITICAL CONTEXT TO UNDERLINE THE DEEP FRENCH 
PREOCCUPATION WITH IMPLICATION OF CURRENT STATE OF 
ROLAND II DEAL FOR THE FUTURE OF FRANCO-AMERICAN TECHNO- 
LOGICAL COOPERATION, AS WELL AS FOR THE FUTURE OF 
EUROPEAN COOPERATION IN ARMAMENT MATTERS. HE SAID IT 
WOULD BE PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE IF ROLAND II COOPERA- 
TION, WHICH SEEMED SO MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL AT BEGINNING, 
TURNED OUT TO BE FAILURE. 
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3.COMMENTI LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH DR. CURRIE LATER THIS 
WEEK TO EXPLORE HOW WE CAN DEAL WITH THIS POLITICAL 
PROBLEM IN A WAY CONSISTENT WITH THE IMPROVED FRANCO- 
AMERICAN COOPERATION ESTABLISHED BY PRESIDENT FORD AT 
MARTINIQUE. 
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